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Our hypothesis is that CRH released from peripheral nerves participates in an axon reflex loop with local immune cells, such that CRH from peripheral sensory afferent and/or postganglionic sympathetic nerves elicits proinflammatory responses via activation of mast and other immune cells. The inflammatory mediators released from mast cells could recruit circulating immune cells to the inflammatory site, activate local immune accessory cells, and act on the nerve endings to release more inflammatory peptides. Tryptase and chymase, released from the mast cells, potentially regulate neuropeptideinduced inflammation by inactivating the peptides. For more information on this see article on pages 368-372 in this issue of Molecular Psychiatry.
